Support Letter Tips

Support Letters are delicate but very appropriate ways of raising mission’s support.  Most full-time missionaries receive a bulk of their support in this manner and it is as the very least a good object lesson to go through to better understand what missionaries endure.  Support letters can be a great testimony to the work you’re doing.  The Apostle Paul often appealed to people and churches for money to support the work of the Gospel.  It’s a means for people who love you and/or God to receive the blessing of joyful giving toward the building of the Kingdom.

Here are some tips and steps to take:

1. Sit down and list everyone you can think of whom you feel might be willing to support you either financially or with prayer.  This might include brothers, sisters, stepparents, extended family (cousins, etc.)  friends, friends of your parents who have taken special interest in you, teachers, coaches, employers, etc.  Note:  Do not send support letters to people in our church (we will be asking for their support in other ways).

2. Write a letter.  If possible, write each person individually.

What to include:

1. A personal greeting

2. An explanation of why you’re writing and why you’re going.

3. A description of the trip

4. A list of ways that they can help. (A one-time cash gift, a pledge of a certain amount by a certain date, coming to the fundraisers, simply praying for you and the trip, etc.

5. A request that they respond regardless of support so you know that they got your letter.

6. Thank them for their time and hope of blessing on them and their family.

If you know the individual well enough that a failure to respond on their part is unusual, give them a call in three weeks or so just to make sure they got your letter.

Even if you’ve got enough money to go without support letters, then write them to YOUR connections on behalf of someone else.

Make sure you check your letters for spelling and grammar.

The church will be happy to mail any letters for you, and we will have a letter writing day for those that are interested.

March 2, 2010


Sample Support Letter:

Dear  

I am excited to let you know that I have committed to go on a mission trip to Mexico with my church and several others for ten days. Now, more than ever, I feel the call of God to serve those in need and I could use your help in responding.  Our trip is from July 7-17th and will be working in the village of Oaxaca with a ministry called Armonia (www.armoniaus.org).  While there our team of teenagers and adults will help with the construction of a local dormitory for high school students, who have to walk up to 10 miles to go to school.  We hope to also be able to run a medical clinic, conduct a Vacation Bible School program for the local children, and complete other missions of mercy to the physically and spiritually impoverished people of Mexico.  
Here are some ways that you can help me and my team:

· Pray!  Please pray for me & the others. We will have many prayer needs for good health, safety and the ability to complete our mission while in a foreign country.  All your prayers are appreciated.
· Cash Gifts.  The cost per person is $1,100.00.  We are raising money through various fundraisers such as picking up trash after Speedweek in Daytona, Rent-A-Kid Workdays at our local church, but I would also appreciate any help you can give me to offset the expense of the trip.  All money given over and above my need will be donated to the missions fund to help someone else cover their trip.

If you choose to send money, please make you check payable to “Christ Community Church” and include a note indicating that the support is for me.  
Please mail it to:

Christ Community Church




Attn:  Juana Cascante/Youth Missions





4295 Garden Street





Titusville, Fl. 32796

Your support means so much to me.  If you would like to call or email me to get more information about my trip, please don’t hesitate to call. You can reach me at ___. Thank you for your time and willingness to consider supporting me and our mission’s trip to Mexico.  

Sincerely,
ACTION STEPS

1. GET YOUR DEPOSIT, REGISTRATION, AND TESTIMONIALS TURNED IN. THIS WILL SECURE YOUR SPOT.
2. 
APPLY FOR A PASSPORT 
3. MARK YOUR CALENDER WITH THE DATES OF ALL MEETINGS / FUNDRAISERS
